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WHEN BRAILLE WRITERS?—A SYMPOSIUM 


SINCE THE the availability 
braille writers vital many persons, 
the Outlook decided look into the situa- 
tion and present symposium the sub- 
ject. The “Perkins for which the 
Perkins Institution and the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind are sharing tooling costs, 
not expected begin coming off the 
production line until April, and since es- 
timated period two years may elapse be- 
fore all orders can filled, seems wise, 
therefore, attempt give readers the 
the availability other braille writers, both 
America and abroad. 

One point borne mind when select- 
ing machine foreign manufacture 
that servicing. Herde and Weimann’s 
American representative, the Eastall Corpora- 
tion, reports that servicing for that machine 
can done them this country; and 
possibly for other machines replacement parts 
could obtained air mail little more 
than week. 


The write-ups the various manufactur- 
ers have been edited only matters style. 
The statements are those the various com- 
panies, and the Outlook assumes respon- 
sibility for their accuracy. This magazine, 
when requesting the statements, clearly in- 
dicated that they would printed impar- 
tially. Data not available the Flagg 
Braille Writer, manufactured Switzerland; 
and the St. Dunstan’s Braille Writer, handled 
Redwing Ltd., Darien, Connecticut. Also, 
there rumored shorthand machine 
Hungary, but inquiry elicited re- 
sponse. The statements are given alpha- 
betical order according suppliers’ names. 
AMERICAN House For 
1839 Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky. 

The production the American Print- 
ing House for the Blind New Hall Braille 
Writer, which went into manufacture right 
after the end the war, has now caught 
with accumulated demands and machines 
are now available for immediate delivery. 
Approximately forty new machines are com- 
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pleted each month. This writer easy use 
and maintain, quite rugged, and rela- 
tively inexpensive. With the carrying case 
the writer weighs approximately pounds, 
while the overall length, breadth, and height 
the machine itself are and 
respectively. will emboss maximum 
width. The carrying case adds about 114” 
overall size and pounds the weight. 
This particular model, the case, now 
available anyone $52.00, plus postage 
and insurance pounds from Louisville 
destination. 

slightly wider carriages are also available. 
This writer will accommodate the standard 
transcribing paper and will emboss 
maximum forty-one cells. similar 
all respects the standard model New 
Braille Writer except for the additional width 
the carriage, and increase $3.00 
price—total cost $55.00, plus postage and 
insurance pounds from Louisville 
destination. Should the demand for the 
longer-carriage machine prove sufficient, the 
Printing House will probably make the 
standard size the future. 

The Printing House has also obtained the 
parts for 100 Marburg Braille Writers ready 
for assembly, and these will available about 
March 1950. The Marburg machine 
(manufactured Germany) similar 
appearance and operation the German 
Picht writer manufactured Germany be- 
fore the war. The overall size this writer 
height. The carrying case will add ap- 
proximately the size overall and 
pounds the weight—total weight with case 
pounds. This writer also handles 
sheet paper and embosses maxi- 
mum cells. The price, with case, will 
$57.00, plus postage and insurance 
about pounds from Louisville destina- 
tion. The demand for these machines will 


determine our future policy with regard 
their production and distribution. 

Although the New Braille Writer 
regular production, the Printing House 
carrying research program with 
view producing writer that will more 
nearly meet the needs the blind. For in- 
stance, felt that quieter machine than 
any that the market now would 
desirable. part this program, investiga- 
tion being made into the possibility pro- 
ducing smaller, lighter, and less expensive 
writer. Should this prove practical, will 
have something definite show within the 
year. 

ANDERSSON SorENSEN, Niels Juels- 
gade Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The Danish Braille Writer now 
available new and improved design, 
which has been revised cooperation with 
the Royal Danish Institute for the Blind 
Copenhagen. 

The materials used are special alloy, with 
all moving parts and bearings made steel 
insure long life and smoothness opera- 
tion. The carriage reversible that can 
made operate either direction. This 
simplifies the solution mathematical prob- 
lems. detachable plate table may 
fitted behind the carriage facilitate the 
reading the problems. 

The paper inserted beneath hinged 
holder the roll and locked place 
pins the flap when the paper rolled 
in. the end the page, the holder re- 
leased means serrated levers each 
end the roll. This makes possible re- 
insert the paper accurately. Both right and 
left margin stops are adjustable. 

addition the carriage reversing con- 
trol, there carriage release and back- 
spacer. The machine about inches 
wide, inches deep and inches high. 
weighs about the case. 

The Braille Writers are well 
known for their stability and durability and 
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are used the Royal Danish Institute for 
the Blind well all Danish schools for 
the blind; and are exported many coun- 
tries Europe. They are everywhere es- 
teemed the leading braille writer. model 
for one-hand operation also available. 

(Ed. Note. The manufacturers state that 
“it almost impossible, and very expensive, 
forward single machines.”) 
BLINDENSTUDIENANSTALT, Liebigstrasse 11, (16) 
Marburg/Lahn, Germany. 

(Ed. Note. physical description was in- 
cluded the statement received from the 
Blindenstudienanstalt. may said, how- 
ever, that superficially closely resembles the 
prewar Picht Braille Writer. Internal changes 
design aim reducing noise operation 
and increasing ease writing. These com- 
parisons are based the prewar Picht and 
not the braille writer described under the 
statement for Herde Weimann, which 
entirely new machine.) 

The Marburg Braille Sheet Writer avail- 
able standard forms special forms 
for right left hand writing. measures 
about inches high, inches wide, and 
inches deep. The machine alone weighs 
about oz. the case weighs about 
lb. oz. and the packing weighs about 
lb. Any model, complete with case, may 
ordered the price $47.00. lots 
twenty-five, the price $41.00. 

The Marburg Braille Shorthand Machine 
has carrying case integral part the 
machine. Closed, measures about 
(take-up reel, reading guide) weighs about 
lb. oz. With attachments, the weight 
lb. oz. Packing weighs about 
The model for normal two-hand opera- 
tion, with all necessary attachments, priced 
$40.00. (Without the attachments, the 
price $32.50.) Models are also available 
with all accessories for both right and left 


hand amputees, price $47.50. 

This machine employs tape 40-45 yard 
rolls measuring about inches diameter 
and inch width. One hundred rolls 
weigh about and cost $4.70. 

All prices are subject change without 
notice. Payment may “cash for documents” 
which means that delivery will made after 
the purchaser has secured the shipping papers 
paying the designated foreign trade bank. 
letters credit may purchased from 
the foreign department local bank, pay- 
able bank Germany. Delivery all 
machines can made about fortnight. 
Orders should accompanied state- 


ment the effect that Import License 


not required. 

(Ed. Note. Dr. Strehl also sent descrip- 
tion and price the Marburg Stereotype 
Braille Printing Machine (formerly Hinze). 
This information can supplied re- 
quest). 

North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles 27, 
California. 

The Atkinson Model Portable Braille Type- 
writer described “the machine that writes 
braille the level.” Engineered for the use 
students and for the business 
sional blind. All the first lot 
factorily office, schoolroom and travel since 
December 1947. Next lot 
summer 1950. standard wide carriage ma- 
chine available about the same time. Prices 
quoted request. 

Special Features: 

Weight: lb. without case; with 
case which indispensable component 
the machine. 

space enough for one braille paper 
inside the lid. 

Semi-noiseless. Roller bearing carriage 
contributes ease and speed opera- 
tion, eliminates noise. 
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Improved key mechanism insures light, 
speedy action and full round dot with- 
out undue strain the fingers. 

Styli mechanism permits worn stylus 
adjusted, insuring uniformity height 
dots. 

Permits page reinserted for correc- 
tions without crushing the dots. 

Accommodates paper nine inches wide 
flat, horizontal basis. more curling 
paper around rollers into tubes. 

Carriage table forms smooth, 
face which full braille page any 
portion thereof can read touch 
sight, without removing paper from the 
writer. 

Conventional features such line spacer, 
back spacer, marginal controls and carriage 
release are located where any typist would 
expect find them. 

(Ed. Note. The Braille Institute’s printed 
literature states: “It expected that the price 
these will substantially less than $100.00 
each.” “All the first lot manufactured have 
been sold $115.00 each.” 

120 Broadway, New 

York, representing Herde and Weimann 

Berlin. The “Original Braille Writer, 

new model. 

far the oldest manufacturers braille 
writers are Herde and Weimann (formerly 
Herde and Wendt) Berlin. Their “Original 
Braille Writer was first manufactured 
1903 and has since become well known 
many parts the world including the 
United States. 

Herde and Weimann’s new post-war Picht 
Record model was completed only few 
weeks ago and represents great improve- 
ment the braille writer field. There are 
corners edges and screws which 
might hurt blind person’s hands. All parts 
are covered smart, streamlined case. 

very light touch the keys enables the 
typist write with this new model speed 


far greater than possible with other ma- 
chines far known. 
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The carriage release the right can 


operated one hand, which important 
for one-handed typists. Left-handed users can 
order their writers with the release the 
left side the carriage. 

The Picht Record has left and right hand 
margin stops both which are adjustable 
and connected with the alarm bell. This 
importance when writing 
The Picht Record operates practically noise- 
takes paper inches wide. The 
weight the portable machine only 
and with the elegant case 8.6 lb. The 
case can locked. 

Herde and Weimann can supply more 
than 6000 writers per year. The price about 
$60.00. 

Herde and Weimann also manufacture the 
Original Picht Tape Writer, very practical 
and solid machine for stenography. The price 
about $54.00. 

Sole distributors for the United States are 
the Eastall Corporation, 120 Broadway, New 
York Y., who will glad furnish 
further information. sample the new 
model available. The firm planning 
braille writer with automatic touch, means 
which absolutely even embossing and un- 
surpassed speed will possible with min- 
imum force. Practical experiments have 
already been made with good results, but 
the machine will not ready for delivery 
for awhile. 

Export Ehrenberg 
Strasse 27, Berlin-Dahlem, American Sector, 
Germany. 

The Minerva Braille Typewriter has been 
constructed cooperation with its prospec- 
tive users and represents its present form 
the experience several decades. The use 
the best steel and high grade alloys give the 
machine the greatest durability and the 
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same time compact construction, small size 
and light weight. Precision construction 
reduces effort operation 
speed. The writing almost noiseless, and the 
dots are high and firm and can read once 
for checking. 

special feature carrier the platen, 
into which roll perforated paper may 
inserted. Filling the carrier may ac- 
complished quickly and prepares the ma- 
chine for instant use. Paper inches 
width can accommodated. 

handy light-weight container makes the 
machine easily portable for all occasions. The 
keys are designed permit writing for long 
periods without fatigue. 

conclusion, may state that the 
nerva Braille Typewriter has the following 
advantages: light weight, durable construc- 
tion, clear writing, noiselessness, practical 
paper container, easy use, low price. 

(Ed. Note. appears that this model 
not presently production, and that indi- 
vidual orders cannot yet filled). 
INTERNATIONAL MAcHINEs Corp., 160 
Broadway, New York, Y., now manu- 
facturing the Banks Pocket Braille Writer 
the request the San Diego Lions Club, 
San Diego, California. 

This braille writer distributed the 
blind only through their local Lions Club, 
which, turn, obtains the machine from the 
San Diego Lions Club. 

The braille impression paper tape 
which feeds from roll contained within 
the case the braille writer. The total weight 
the braille writer and paper approxi- 
mately ounces. The device inches long, 
inches wide and 3/16 inches high and 
can carried the coat pocket. 

This braille writer currently produc- 
tion and weekly shipments are being made 
from the factory the San Diego Lions 
Club. 

Great Portland Street, London, 1., 


England. Mr. Eagar writes follows: 
The only machine have production 
the moment the Stainsby. 
The machine all-metal construction ex- 
cept that the underneath side the board 
covering mecho-felt fixed, the pur- 
pose which render the machine more 
silent operation. The carriage travels from 
right left the braille written, and 
bell gives warning six spaces before the end 
each line. reversible metal clamp used 
for holding the paper and with this clamp 
unnecessary remove the sheet when 
writing the reverse side but, instead, the 
clamp, with the paper still held firmly, re- 
versed one unit. The binding margin 
made automatically and the carriage may 
released and set any point the carriage, 
thereby saving time. The paper not rolled 
but remains flat. There are two models pro- 
duced: 

(a) Ordinary keys. The keys this model 
are arranged for writing braille 
read. 

(b) Reversed keys. this model the 
keys are arranged for writing 
the ordinary hand frame, re- 
versing the characters. 

Three types each model are available: 

(i) Interlining—designed for 
eighteen lines braille each side 
the sheet. 

(ii) Interpointing—for writing 
seven lines braille each side 
the sheet. 

(iii) Combined—supplied with two boards 
and the name implies, combina- 
tion (i) and (ii). 

braille characters the line. The board 
measures inches 10%4 inches. Follow- 
ing are the current prices which include the 
carrying case illustrated: 

(i) Interlining O.K. R.K. model 
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(ii) Interpointing O.K. R.K. model 
(iii) Combined O.K. and R.K. model 
Ib. £10. 12. ($29.75) 

Postage and insurance the United States 
3d. ($1.45) additional. bulk consign- 
ments charges would naturally de- 
pendent the quantities involved. 

maintain stocks sufficient for one year’s 
normal demand, and present give im- 
mediate delivery, but the article 
increased the United States demand consider- 
ably would have make special arrange- 
ments meet and program delivery 
dates would have arranged. 

are planning produce improved 
model the Pyke-Glauser Upward Braille 
Writer, but rather afraid that shall 
not able arrange for production until the 
end 1950, and not anticipate the first 
deliveries until the spring 1951, quite 
possible that the Perkins writer will the 
United States market before ours. Here are 
some details about it, subject final accep- 
tance the prototype. Three keys are ar- 
ranged each side long space bar. There 
light-weight travelling style box. The 
braille appears the upper surface the 
paper and can therefore read immediately 
written, without having reverse the 
paper. The paper kept stationary when writ- 
ing. The machine will supplied with 
board for interpointed interlined braille. 
Line feeding obtained moving the 
paper clamp one set holes after each line has 
been brailled. The machine fitted with 
tabulating stops, backspacer and bell 
warn the operator when the end the line 
being approached. produces thirty-six 
characters the line. 

are not able this stage quote 
prices, but the standard model will the 
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neighborhood ($70.00 $84.00) 
including the carrying case. The weight 
the machine without the case will approxi- 
mately (type case not yet decided 
on). This machine will too heavy send 
parcel post and, far can judge 
this stage, f.o.b. charges individual ma- 

(Ed. Note. Prices English money have 
been converted American money based 
upon the present par value $2.80 per 
Tue Howe Press, Perkins Insti- 
tution for the Blind, Watertown 72, Massa- 
chusetts. 

The Perkins Brailler being manufactured 
the Howe Memorial Press with the co- 
operation the American Foundation for the 
Blind and the first machines are expected 
about April 1950. differs radically ap- 
pearance and design from other models. 
almost wholly enclosed aluminum with 
built-in carrying handle. For most purposes 
carrying case unnecessary. weighs approx- 
imately pounds. light embossing unit 
moves across the page, eliminating the need 
movable paper carriage. This gives rugged 
compactness that the working space re- 
quired only inches nine inches, 
which the overall size the writer. There 
are very few projections, and these are strong 
enough stand reasonably hard knocks. 
used, with forty-two cells the line. 
The mechanism locks silently when the paper 
fully inserted, when the right margin 
reached and when the last line completed. 
Except for margin stops, adjustments are 
needed any time for any size sheet. Each 
character may read soon embossed. 
The key action quiet and requires surpris- 
ingly little effort. Dots cell are produced 
automatically uniform height. With only 
light unit return, little effort required 
prepare for new line. new sheet may 
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inserted almost noiselessly and about 
five seconds with practice. Pages may 
reinserted accurately for correcting. 

The machine with dust cover will sell for 
about $65.00, f.o.b. Watertown, Mass. 


carrying case will supplied request 
small extra charge. 


Any reader desiring more information about any 
the foregoing may write the suppliers direct or, 
letters are sent the Outlook, they will forwarded. 


THE OHIO REPORT 
SCARBERRY 


1947, the chairman the Ohio 
Post-War Program Commission upon re- 
quest the Governor Ohio, appointed 
committee study the problem how best 
educate the blind and the deaf children 
Ohio. The committee consisted nine- 
teen persons and commenced its study 
January 1948. The over-all question 
studied was stated the committee fol- 
lows: “What the best plan educate these 
handicapped children that they may be- 
come useful citizens seeing and hearing 
world?” Relating blind children the fol- 
lowing questions were posed: 

the State schools special classes 
the public schools? 

What the best method education 
children doubly handicapped both 
blindness and deafness? 

Consideration was also given the com- 
parative costs the various methods 
education. The chairman this committee 
divided the state into five zones for the pur- 
pose bringing the matter more closely 
the attention the residents the state. 
least one meeting was held each zone 
under the direction some member 
members the committee. The State School 
was visited the entire committee and pub- 


Scarberry superintendent the Ohio State 
School for the Blind. 


lic school classes were visited all part 
the committee. Also some members the 
committee visited boarding homes and few 
members visited schools and clinics other 
states. 

Manifestly, complete report the activi- 
ties this committee would too lengthy 
for magazine article; therefore, only the 
recommendations and conclusions the 
committee are reported. private agency 
the state spent approximately $9,000 mak- 
ing part the study and publishing part 
the report. rather lengthy resumé the 
committee’s activities contained the 
Biennial Report the Post-War Program 
Commission which was issued January 

Recommendations 


That the employment use field 
agents, either full part-time basis, 
the State Schools for the Blind and 
Deaf recruit pupils immediately dis- 
continued. 

That the General Assembly enact legisla- 
tion defining with greater exactness the 
terms “blind person” and “deaf person” 
for purposes education. 

That the same requirements for oral 
speech instruction now pertaining deaf 
and hard-of-hearing children the pub- 
lic schools apply with equal emphasis 
pupils the State School for the Deaf. 
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That supervisory and executive functions 


the State Department Education 
made operate the State Schools for 
the Blind and the Deaf the same man- 
ner now affects the program educa- 
tion, instructional services 
tional facilities the public schools. 

the present school 
broadened include persons from the 
ages one twenty-two years for the 
uses and purposes mentioned more fully 
the report. 

That the General Assembly enact legisla- 
tion definitely authorizing and empower- 
ing the State School for the Deaf en- 
roll pupils the age three years. 


That the Department Special Educa- 


tion undertake the education parents 
all children who are deaf accordance 
with the Tracy plan. 


That boarding homes placed under 


the jurisdiction local Boards Edu- 
cation and that the State Department 
Education allocate funds sufficient re- 
imburse local boards for the expenses 
thus incurred the boarding pupil. 


That legislation enacted establishing 


Board Review each State Univer- 
sity, accordance with the details 
set out the body this report, with 
the powers, duties and functions therein 
set forth. 

That legislation enacted authorizing 
the State Department Education 
select Career Director empowered 
select competent advisory Board 
industrialists, professional men and others 
deeply concerned with effecting the social 
and economic education the deaf and 
hard-of-hearing society, and super- 
vise the over-all policy the training 
the deaf and hard-of-hearing for the 
transition these handicapped from the 
academic and training period into proper 
and stable placement life work. 
That legislation enacted make ade- 


13. 


14. 


15. 


quate appropriations the Department 
Education assist all schools pur- 
chase any needed equipment and facili- 
ties for up-to-date educational program 
and for vocational training. 

That pupils educated the public schools 
have opportunity for education voca- 
tional training the State residential 
schools. 

That the State Schools for the Blind and 
Deaf broaden their curriculum that 
recreational, social and educational facili- 
ties the vocations extended through 
the calendar year all the blind and 
deaf children the State who may de- 
sire participate therein. 

That the State Superintendent Public 
Instruction authorized and directed 
legislation organize joint committee 
representatives from the local public 
schools, departments special education 
the several State Universities, State 
School for the Deaf, State School for the 
Blind and the State Department Edu- 
cation for the purpose preparing com- 
prehensive and uniform programs edu- 
cation. 

That legislation enacted making pro- 
cedures for the qualification and certifi- 
cation teachers the public schools 
applicable teachers the State Schools 
for the Blind and the Deaf. 

That legislation enacted provide 
adequate salary schedules for teachers 
the State Schools for the Blind and the 
Deaf and sufficient funds made availa- 
ble meet such schedules. 

That legislation enacted authorizing 
the State Department Education 
subsidize the cost education the 
handicapped the current year with 
supplementation conditions warrant, 
which cost shall based upon the aver- 
age daily membership instead the 
average daily attendance. 


18. That the Department Education make 


19. 


20. 
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adequate funds available the Division 
Special Education for the purchase 
necessary physical equipment assist the 
educational program the blind and the 
deaf. 

19. That all expenditures made the State 
for the education 
dren included one budget drafted 
the State Department Education, 
and appropriation thereto made the 
Division Special Education 
State Department Education. 

20. That the committee deplores the present 
physical conditions both the State 
Residential Schools since they are unsafe 
and unsanitary for their present use. The 
committee recommends that immediate 
steps taken make the schools safe 
and sanitary, the necessary repairs 
paid out any unexpended balances 
available the General Assembly ap- 
propriate additional funds necessary 
accomplish such results until 
manent solution the problem new 
rebuilt schools made the Com- 
mission for New Residential Schools for 
the Blind and Deaf, and suggest that 
such commission take such action upon 
the question new rebuilt schools 
soon possible. 

That the question constructing new 
State Residential Schools for the Blind 
and Deaf should referred the “Com- 
mission for New Residental Schools for 
Blind and Deaf” for reconsideration and 
restudy, view the facts set forth 
this Report and Appendix upon the 
subject costs. 

Conclusions 

There question but that the State 

Schools are better equipped educate blind 

and deaf children far vocational train- 

ing concerned. However, education 
those schools requires that the child away 
from its home approximately nine months 
each year. Every thinking person must agree 


that during the formative years child’s 
life there adequate substitute for par- 
ental love, care and guidance. 

Therefore, the committee, after full con- 
sideration the problem the facts before 
us, have concluded: 

That the best method educating the 
majority the blind and deaf children 
special classes the public schools. 

That the State Schools should main- 
tained educate blind and 
dren where special classes are not availa- 
ble; and those handicapped children 
where they can not possibly educated 
the special classes the public 
schools. 

That the General Assembly should 
define with greater exactness the terms 
“blind person” and “deaf person” for 
purposes education. 

That the oral method training deaf 
children should utilized wherever 
possible. 

That the Department Education 
should assist the parents deaf children 
their pre-school education. 

That the building program for the State 
Schools re-studied and reconsidered. 

This report submitted with the hope 
that will assistance the Executive 
and Legislative branches the Government 
improving the educational facilities for 
these 


The high points this study are presented 
this brief article with the hope that other 
states which the question being con- 
sidered will receive some assistance from 
the tremendous amount work done 
this committee Ohio. may interest 
persons engaged work for the blind 
know that the building commission for new 
residential schools for the blind and the 
deaf now proceeding with plans for new 


school plants. hoped that work will 
started the summer 1950. 
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HOME INDUSTRY HANDBOOK? 


How Money Home. Polly 
Webster. New York: Whittlesey House. 262 
pp. $3.00 

One the least solved problems work 
for the blind, seems me, and one the 
most urgent, that home industry. The 
United States made mostly small 
towns, where sheltered shops are unfeasible, 
and where there are few existing industrial es- 
tablishments where blind people 
work. these communities exceptional quali- 
ties are required blind people they are 
get ahead. Often the man who can make 
poor salesman. takes salesman’s sort 
thinking help the craftsman know what 
make. That blind people decidedly want 
better guidance and more help this area 
painfully indicated the mail that comes 
desk the technical research department 
the American Foundation for the Blind. 

How Make Money hence- 
forth hand all times; and venture 
say that every home teacher, every re- 
habilitation worker, will gain from reading it. 
one the front sheets has list such 
you find some Bibles: you physically 
handicapped? See (such and such refer- 
ences.”) Only five are given. The book was 
not written with disabilities mind. has 
anything mind—other than showing how 
make contained the slogan: 
“If life hands you lemon, squeeze and 
start lemonade stand.” The fact that was 
written for everyone helps avoid the 
limitations often found such books for 
the 

“Before You Start—Take the first 
chapter, contains long list points check 
before beginning. Unless blind person, read- 
ing the book, can completely honest with 
himself studying this chapter, had better 
not any further; for most the pitfalls 


which have ruined self-owned businesses are 
listed there. 

The following nine chapters are devoted 
187 histories projects started people’s 
homes, and these fully half could carried 
out the right blind person the right 
community. Indeed, one calls mind many 
blind persons who have done well as, 
better than the people the book. most 
cases, the location the enterprise given, 
well enough other data enable the reader 
judge whether his own community could 
support similar endeavor. The examples 
come from all parts the United States. 

Worked into the text help employing 
local resources for information and guidance; 
references Government pamphlets and 
trade literature; warnings about zoning laws, 
food regulations, etc., which might require 
checking. Advice given arriving prices, 
maintaining records, methods mar- 
keting selling services. 

eleventh chapter turning home busi- 
ness into big business followed chapter 
selling, and another Pub- 
licity, and Other Helpful appen- 
dix gives information laws governing home- 
made food products, buying art supplies, 
marketing agency selling handicraft 
products national scale, and Depart- 
ment Commerce field service offices, well 
bibliography useful booklets. excel- 
lent directory, not listed the book, Where 
Get What, issued the Penland School 
Handicrafts, Penland, North Carolina. 

sprightly and provocative book will made 
available both braille and Talking Book 
records with the least possible delay. Braille 
readers will want have their finger- 
tips, while those who not read braille should 
not deprived access for that reason. 
certainly comes close being good start 


CHARLES RITTER 
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SURVEY STATE LEGISLATION 
HELGA LENDE 


1949, forty-four state assemblies con- 
vened and most them gave some consider- 
ation legislation affecting the blind. 
might expected, many the laws passed 
were concerned with appropriations for 
schools and state agencies, and with special 
projects directly indirectly administered 
the state. Such legislation more less 
automatic and will not dealt with this 
article. 


The largest number new provisions 


benefiting the blind probably relate aid 
the needy blind. For years, the trend to- 
ward liberalization public assistance laws 
has been apparent. Reduction eligibility 
requirements has extended financial aid 
larger group people. Changes the 
Federal Social Security Act have brought 
about state legislation raising maximum 
grants removing specified maximums. 
There also has been tendency expand 
the medical services given under the assist- 
ance program. 

1943 the state Rhode Island pioneered 
eliminating all residence requirements for 
financial aid the blind. present, eight 
states have such provisions, Connecticut and 
Tennessee passing laws 1949. The remain- 
ing states have residence requirements vary- 
ing between one year and the old Federal 
maximum five years within the preceding 
nine years. Many these have special clauses 


Miss Helga Lende librarian the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind. 


eliminating all residence requirements the 
person involved was resident the time 
losing his sight. Over thirty states have 
eliminated all age requirements from the 
conditions small number 
have reciprocal agreements with other states, 
that blind person may not without 
support while waiting establish residence 
requirements. The steadily rising cost 
living has called attention the inadequacy 
the monthly grants the needy blind. 
1949, California, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Washington passed amendments increasing 
the specified maximum amounts monthly 
aid payments. Arkansas, Maryland and Wis- 
consin removed the specified maximum en- 
tirely, bringing thirty-six the total number 
states which have maximum grant 
specified the law. The District Colum- 
bia, under Federal jurisdiction, also has 
maximum. 

interesting variation occurred the 
state Illinois which raised its maximum 
grant from $50 $65 per month. The law 
provides that during the month December, 
1949, Illinois Public Aid Commission 
shall adjust such maximum assistance either 
upward downward the amount 
for each three full points change up- 
ward downward compared with the 
Common Price Index for Moderate Income 
Families the City Chicago for the 
month January, 1949 (Senate Bill No. 61). 

The state Washington has followed 
the lead California passing special 
law granting financial aid the self-support- 
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ing blind (Chapter 166). recipient shall 
entitled that amount aid which, 
when added his net income excess 
$1,040, shall equal not more than $60 per 
month. The Citizens’ Security Act 1948 
provides minimum standard living 
$60 per month for needy senior citizens and 
needy blind, establishing uniform standards 
eligibility and amounts assistance for 
all categories public assistance. 

Amendments passed the states Mary- 
land (Chapter 699) and Ohio (H.B. 223) 
permit expansion medical services under 
the Aid the Blind law. The liability 
relatives for aid blind person was elim- 
inated Louisiana. 


STATE SERVICES 


The year 1949 brought complete revision 
the laws governing the state service 
the blind Oregon (Chapters 495, 560, 567). 
The name the Oregon Blind Trade 
School was changed Oregon Service Cen- 
ter for the Blind. 

The state Tennessee established pro- 
gram for vocational rehabilitation the 
blind within the Department Public Wel- 
fare (Public Chapter No. 118), and author- 
ized this Vocational Rehabilitation Service 
establish and supervise small business 
enterprise program for the blind (Public 
Chapter No. 99). Another 1949 Tennessee 
law (Public Chapter No. 208) created 
scholarship fund for graduates the school 
for the blind. 

Other states are joining to- 
wards extended vocational rehabilitation for 
the blind. Indiana passed law (House En- 
rollment Act No. 322) providing industrial 
aid for visually handicapped persons, sup- 
plementing the industrial aid program de- 
vised that state 1947, when the Board 
Industrial Aid and Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion for the Blind was first created. Main- 
tenance while training not exceed $70 per 
month permitted. New York, the rising 


cost living again recognized new 
law (Chapter 560) which rules that the maxi- 
mum maintenance $15 per week for vo- 
cational rehabilitation trainees shall not apply 
blind individuals. 

The need for better statistics the blind 
recognized the passage Indiana 
law (Senate Enrollment Act No. 103) pro- 
viding for mandatory reporting the State 
Board Health cases suffering from 
blindness visual impairment. 


State Laws 


1949 Kansas passed law requiring 
purchase state institutions “certain arti- 
cles services from blind persons qualified 
perform such special services.” Seven other 
states, Massachusetts (1935), Oregon (1937), 
South Carolina (1938), Louisiana (1940), 
Utah (1941), New York (1945) and Virginia 
(1948) have passed similar laws. All these, 
however, differ from the Kansas law that 
they specify that purchases shall made 
from the state agency from nonprofit 
agency for the blind. 


Tax 


1949, Virginia and North Carolina 
passed laws permitting income tax exemp- 
tions. $1,000 for blind persons addition 
all other exemptions allowed law. The 
New York State legislature introduced sim- 
ilar bill, but failed passage. Florida ex- 
empts from taxation property the value 
$500 “every widow and every person who 
bona fide resident the state, and has 
lost limb been disabled war 
misfortune.” According the interpretation 
the Florida Secretary State, this applies 
also the blind. 

Self-supporting blind persons should de- 
rive encouragement from new law passed 
Alabama (Act No. 397) which exempts 
from the sales tax the gross proceeds sales 
amounting $1,000 less per month 
certain small stores vending stands oper- 
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ated blind persons, provided such small 
businesses are the property the blind per- 
son the Business Enterprise Program 
the Blind. later years there has been 
tendency exempt blind persons from the 
poll tax, Tennessee joining the parade 
1949. That leaves only three states still col- 
lecting poll tax from blind persons. 


number states found necessary 
increase the amount allotted for the board 
and tuition blind children. The unsatis- 
factory status teachers the blind was 
recognized the State Louisiana 
law setting minimum salary schedule for 
the School for the Deaf and the School for 
the Blind exactly the same rate paid 
the public schools. The age for admission 
the school for the blind and the age limit 
for compulsory education were lowered 
West Virginia and North Dakota, respec- 
Pennsylvania where payments were author- 
ized the Commonwealth for the instruc- 
tion parents blind children less than six 
years age. Finally, New York and Wis- 
consin increased the grant money allowed 
for readers’ services blind students in- 
stitutions higher learning, from $400 
$500 and from $300 $400, respectively. 
total twenty-one states have specific leg- 
islation providing such assistance the 
higher education the blind. 


There are present fifteen states which 
have passed some sort legislation relating 
guide dogs for the blind. general, these 
laws are concerned with admitting guide 
dogs common carriers and other means 
transportation, while number them 
also include hotels, places amusement, etc. 
Two state legislatures, Florida and New 
York, took such action 1949. The Florida 


law states that “it shall lawful for any 
Seeing Eye dog accompany his blind 
master into any hotel, restaurant eating 
establishment, and shall unlawful for 
any person, directly indirectly, either 
prohibit, hinder, interfere with his doing 
so.” The New York law introduced new 
element excepting motion picture theaters 
from the places amusement into which 
blind person may take his dog. 


Cane Laws 


date, thirty-five states have passed leg- 
islation for the protection blind persons 
public streets and highways, and restrict- 
ing the use white canes white canes 
tipped with red. 1949, the states Ala- 
bama, Florida, Illinois, Rhode Island, Kan- 
sas, Maryland, South Carolina, Massachu- 
setts, Delaware, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin and 
Maine enacted laws that effect. Inci- 
dentally, the New York State legislature 
several times has considered white cane leg- 
islation, and did again 1949. Each time 
the effort has been defeated for some reason 
other, this year veto the governor. 


1949, New York State amended the 
conservation law authorize free fishing 
licenses for blind veterans (Chapter 395). 
Tennessee amendment (Public Chapter No. 
225) permits all blind persons fish any 
the. waters the state without license. 
This makes total seven states which 
the blind can obtain free fishing licenses 
may fish without any license all. 

not possible these pages give 
complete report all state legislation for the 
benefit the blind. hoped, however, 
that pointing out the more significant de- 
velopments, contribution has been made 
towards recording the progress work for 
the blind this country. 
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State 
Alabama 


Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 

Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 
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AID THE BLIND 
Residence 


year state and county* 

years within preceding last year continuous* 
year continuous preceding 

years 

years within preceding year continuous* 
None 

year* 

years within preceding year continuous* 
years within preceding last year continuous 
year 

year continuous preceding 

years within preceding last year continuous* 
years within preceding last year continuous 
None 

years within preceding year continuous* 
years within preceding last year continuous 
years immediately preceding application* 

years within preceding last year continuous 


years within preceding last year continuous* 


None 

years* 

years within year continuous 
year continuous preceding application 

approved 

None 

year 


None set law; dependent ‘administrative ruling 


None 
year continuous application 
year continuous preceding application 


years within preceding last year continuous* 
years within preceding last year continuous* 


years within preceding last year continuous 
year 

None 

year 

None 


years within preceding year continuous 


years within preceding last year continuous 


years within preceding last year continuous* 


Maximum 
None 
$50 
None 
$85 
None 
None 
$60 
None 
None 
None 
None 
$65 
$45 
None 
None 
None 
None 
$50 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
$40 
None 
$60 
$50 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
$55 
None 
None 
$40 
None 
None 
None 
$50 
None 
None 


None 
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SIGHT RESTORATION SCHOOL 


State Residence Requirement Maximum 
Virginia year continuous 
West Virginia year None 
Wyoming year None 


*Not required person became blind while resident state 


year only resident time loss sight 


SIGHT RESTORATION SCHOOL 
FOR THE BLIND 


PURMAN DORMAN, 


RESTORATION IMPROVEMENT diminished 
vision different problem today from the 
one was formerly. true many other 
fields, conditions change. The diagnoses 
pathologic conditions the eye may remain 
the same, but the number children within 
the various age groups who have eye afflic- 
tions changing, thankfully, for the better. 

marked example percentage 
changes, the new cases entering schools 
for the blind approximated three per cent 
year due gonorrheal ophthalmia 
neonatorum; whereas, six per cent new 
cases this condition were noted 1941; but 
contrast that with twenty-eight per cent 
1907! Other eye conditions will not respond 
with such remarkable speed, although re- 
view the eye records pupils schools 
for the blind throughout the country allows 
gain excellent grasp the many 
causes that now produce diminished vision. 

indebted the Committee Statis- 


Reprinted with permission from the March 1948 issue 
the American Journal Ophthalmology. 


Dr. Purman Dorman supervising ophthalmologist 
for the Washington State Department Social Welfare, 
Seattle, Washington. 


tics the Blind for the information that the 
total number pupils schools and classes 
for the blind America 5,400. these, 
the records about 3,700 children were 
studied for the school year 1945-46 when 
was found that approximately per cent 
the children are now blind because cata- 
racts which are largely prenatal origin. 

Discussion sight restoration should in- 
clude all phases the 
vidual’s life and should not limited 
corrective eye treatment pupils already en- 
rolled schools for the blind. may well 
consider the subject under three categories: 
(1) prenatal care, (2) actual visual improve- 
ment, and (3) psychologic adjustment. 

This grouping may challenged say- 
ing that preventive classification but 
for the individual the end result any name 
the desired objective. The youngster who 
may have vision “restored” operation 
any form, any sort medical treat- 
ment more fortunate than the youngster 
who did not lose vision because his parents 
did not transmit the visual fault that con- 
sidered “prenatal” cause. 

Those prenatal causes, such syphilis 


j 
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the acute eye infections known ophthalmia 
neonatorum transmitted from the birth canal, 
have decreased nearly forty per cent and 
twenty-five per cent, respectively, within the 
past ten years. Such advances are due partly 
the greater vigilance the health officers 
and partly the general education that 
definitely and steadily being absorbed 
all parents, workers for the blind, 
teachers, and the general public. 

important that this educational proc- 
ess continued ceaselessly varied means. 
Only general education has been possi- 
ble pass state federal laws that empha- 
size maternal and infant care. Not only 
should strive have more babies live but 
also have more babies see. 

Medical research now helps considering 
special category the congenital cataracts 
babies born mothers who had German 
measles during the early months their 
pregnancy. Only since 1941, when severe 
epidemic rubella Australia infected 
many expectant mothers with the result that 
their children showed greater frequency 
these congenital cataracts, has the entire con- 
dition been considered separate entity. 

The suggestion has been made that, 
order prevent such congenital malforma- 
tions the future, the prospective bride 
required indicate application for mar- 
riage license whether she has had German 
measles, just as, the present some states, 
required have physical examination 
for syphilis. 

Restoration sight should unquestionably 
include study the prenatal causes blind- 
ness. add the knowledge what caused 
the blindness and how might have been 
prevented the biggest job all and the 
one that gives the greatest satisfaction. 

The second division, that actual visual 
improvement, would oft repeated story, 
were the operations listed, what they 
were, why they were done, and whom. 

The school for the blind the state 


Washington, for which the admissions 
consultant, had survey and thorough re- 
view, 1942, the American Foundation 
for the Blind. result this examina- 
tion everything that pertained the school, 
with the exception the finances, many 
changes were made. 

Several children were operated upon for 
cataracts for other conditions improve 
their vision. Some have been improved 
ciently removed from the school. How- 
ever, the greatest improvement was gained 
been better fitted with glasses because more 
lenses, such telescopic magnifiers have been 
prescribed. 

The survey not only opened the eyes 
some our youngsters but our eyes well. 
stimulated look around other 
schools for the blind and showed that other 
schools had similar weak points. For ex- 
ample, was found our school, well 
others, that some children were admitted 
without preliminary previous eye ex- 
amination. Sometimes children did not have 
eye examinations yearly, did not have more 
frequent eye examinations when progressive 
eye conditions, such high myopia, were 
noted. 

Today, all children, whose parents desire 
that they admitted the school for the 
blind are examined eye physician be- 
fore the child admitted the school. 
addition, the entrance eye examination re- 
ports are passed upon the admissions con- 
sultant who also the consultant ophthal- 
mologist the Division for the Blind, De- 
partment Public Welfare (incidentally 
Board certificated man), who may en- 
trance any prospective youngster who 
not blind. 

All children are again examined the 
school ophthalmologist shortly after their 
entrance and again routinely yearly, even in- 
cluding those who have eyes all. 
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After review our own past mistakes and 
our attempted corrections, noted not only 
the faults relating the medical needs but 
perceived weakness our program 
covering the educational needs the blind 
well the partially seeing child. found 
our school well equipped and well developed 
for educational instruction 
methods. But the partially seeing pupils too 
often had been placed the same classes 
the blind, without regard the better 
more recent educational procedures with- 
out regard the utilization visual media 
now available. 

spite the acceptance these partially 
seeing children, special educational facilities 
had not been provided. The partially seeing 
child had not had sufficient lighting for his 
greatly reduced eyesight. There had been 
erroneous conclusion that the educational 
needs the partially seeing and the blind 
were sometimes similar, sometimes identical 
conclusion manifested certain types 
vocational training that had been given 
partially seeing students the high school 
age groups. 

found several children included 
the school for the blind who had practically 
normal vision the time the independent, 
disinterested survey. Some eyes showed 
reduction vision, intraocular ex- 
pathologic condition. The reasons 
for admittance these children were: they 
were home-problem children; there was 
mistaken recommendation made—sometimes 
optometrist and sometimes general 
practitioner; there was broken home; 
there was suspected willful blindness the 
child because relative was blind, sometimes 
from some remote cause. 

The attendance these children the 
school for the blind was easily remedied. 
What was not easily changed were the emo- 
tions, the attitudes, the living habits, the ac- 
ceptance the highly protective environment 
the school, and the confusion that goes 


with returning these youngsters their 
homes, sometimes against the will their 
parents. This emotional shock learning 
second time that they are not wanted un- 
doubtedly will have certain mental repercus- 
sions later. 

remarkable utilization community re- 
sources was achieved when partially seeing 
well blind children participated 
several play ventures with normal neighbor- 
hood children. Such activities included hikes, 
“wienie” roasts, and other youthful encount- 
ers dear children everywhere. was neces- 
sary for the superintendent the school 
initiate some these activities, but after she 
realized that there had been isolation from 
neighborhood children, such problems ceased 
exist. 

Some children had been accepted the 
school before complete examination had 
been made competent ophthalmologist 
and before any corrective treatment had been 
attempted. was obvious that the school ac- 
cepted responsibility for which was not 
prepared, and also that competent medical 
and adequate educational treatment had been 
delayed. 

Our study revealed certain possibilities 
improvement the sight the visually 
handicapped child surgery, glasses, 
some form medical treatment. en- 
deavored gain closer cooperation with our 
competent, associated eye physician that 
whatever remaining vision the child had was 
maintained, safeguarded, and protected. But, 
what was more important the youngster, 
had more efficient use his small amount 
vision. 

Two children, whose vision was improved 
from 2/200 10/200 eye surgery under- 
taken after the survey showed the possibilities 
for such improvement, believed they should 
longer read braille, that they were not 
“blind indeed they 
They believed their better vision was ade- 
quate for all visual tasks seeing person. 
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Such visual improvement was not great 
measured our standards, but was sufficient 
for them obtain entirely new outlook 
life, new vision and acceptance work, 
far beyond their previous abilities. Life for 
them was not blind, life was seeing. 

addition the medical surgical treat- 
ment, reallocation the educational groups 
was done. Fifty per cent the children were 
kept the same school but greater emphasis 
was placed upon visual methods rather than 
upon tactual procedures. Some children who 
had absolute visual loss could not 
changed. Ten per cent the remaining 
sighted children were placed sight-saving 
classes, and about the same number were 
reconsidered for educational placement after 
corrective treatment had been done. 

was apparent that insufficient attention 
had been paid the partially seeing young- 
ster. Not enough attention had been devoted 
each individual child that could gain 
full and complete value from the bit sight 
that remained. Too often the youngster was 
given routine treatment, was not considered 
individual. one had attempted 
probe the depths personal differences nor 
elicit the heights personal abilities, which 
sometimes rose undreamed level. 

The last phase sight restoration often 
not classified such, for there actually 
physical change. There created actual 
physical improvement. open statis- 
tical review. The changes the person, how- 
ever, are every bit valuable and create just 
much the final review the person 
had received more vision. referring 
the psychologic improvement within the 
mind the individual. 

Instead permitting unseeing child 
remain huddled the corner, our school for 
the blind has taken him out and put him into 
direct competition with children possessed 
all five senses. For example, one boy, after re- 
ceiving artificial eyes, could not believe that 
seeing people casual inspection would 


think that he, too, was like them. was 
told, time and again, that one knew had 
artificial eyes. No. must have that point 
proved for himself, himself. 

Wearing both eyes, went into men’s 
haberdashery, the best one the city, and 
asked for blue tie. examined few ties 
carefully and then asked for different, 
darker shade. After looking over the second 
group ties, said that none them 
seemed the correct shade, that would 
search elsewhere for slightly different color, 
then left the store. 

That experience, few years ago, was all 
the boy needed. Now wears his artificial 
eyes and making excellent social adjust- 
ment, just making satisfactory living 
selling books. Almost much has been 
accomplished though more vision had been 
given. 

One girl won her sectional high school ora- 
torical contest—in spite the fact that she 
had eyes. Another boy attends high 
school the same town where the school for 
the blind located. competes with sighted 
students throughout the day, but his lessons 
are read him night. His grades are en- 
tirely acceptable. goes with the high 
school athletic teams and attends every game, 
home afield. plays large horn, 
marches all the parades, and accepted 
his fellow students. 

This boy has encountered only one minor 
difficulty—that marching parade and 
drill formation. Even that point was solved 
running fine piano wire from his belt 
his adjoining companions. was forced 
that solution one day when his companions 
turned corner. didn’t turn, but continued 
marching straight ahead. Now when his com- 
panions turn corner, turns too, confident 
success. 

Sight restoration can still greater, 
more widespread benefit than today when 
realize its full import, its greatest possi- 
bilities. 
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THE PARTIALLY SEEING THE 
SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND 


WILLIAM CURTIS, M.D. 


that there hardly anything 
that could added that has not already 
advisable send partially seeing child 
sight conservation class school for the 
blind. Yet the question still very much 
alive, and the argument going dis- 
cussions and articles alike. 

Educators, social workers school 
nurses are divided their opinions, having 
two different kinds philosophy. “We are 
living sighted world, why send our 
children among the blind?” “The best place 
for child his home; let him, therefore, 
stay with his parents.” These are the main 
arguments for those who not want 
have anything with the schools for the 
blind. They put their conviction into practice 
whenever and wherever possible, and 
doing many cases they harm the child 
they are anxious 

course this sighted world; and, 
doubt, the best place for child with his 
parents, but should principle from 
which there exception? Problems can- 
not always solved principles. There are 
circumstances and different angles 
taken into consideration solving the edu- 


Reprinted from the September issue The Seer, pub- 
lication the Pennsylvania Association for the Blind. 


Dr. William Curtis graduate the University 
Cluj, and also attended the Universities Vienna and 
Budapest. practiced medicine Brooklyn, New York, 
but gave his practice account eye trouble which 
finally led total blindness 1942. Since 1948 has 
been member the staff the Western Pennsylvania 
School for the Blind field counselor. 


cational problem child with low visual 
acuity, and the only principle guide 
that doing what the best the interest 
the child. Now, true that the sight- 
saving classes the schools for the blind are 
not the most ideal solution the problem, 
but under the existing circumstances they 
are considerable help and cannot dis- 
regarded any means. Why, have even 
been told prevention blindness 
worker that send child school for 
the blind you would punish him for 
being visually handicapped. partly due 
this kind attitude that one can find 
students regular classes public schools 
with visual acuity even less than 20/200 
and without even having large type books. 
The situation deplorable indeed, 
and definitely wrong sacrifice for the 
sake the social all the other angles in- 
volved. such practice not only pre- 
vent them from getting education they 
are capable of, but many cases also 
might easily ruin the future the child. 
begin with, would say that edu- 
cated blind individual better off than 
ignorant, uneducated person with normal 
sight. This statement might strike many 
odd and perhaps even fantastic, but 
look upon life from more idealistic point 
view, must realize that sight itself 
not everything. There are blind persons 
who, because the richness their inner 
world, can visualize the wonders the sky, 
sense the life and world that surrounds them, 
and enjoy the real values life. know 
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many blind people who are happy and con- 
tented, and know many who have normal 
sight and yet not get anything out life. 
that the case with the blind, how much 
more does apply the partially seeing. 

the light all this, becomes obvious 
that solving the educational problems 
partially seeing pupils, our main concern 
must give them the education they are 
capable and the same time prevent 
deterioration their vision, possible. Ev- 
erybody concerned agrees that the best solu- 
tion the problem whole the properly 
equipped sight-saving class connection 
with the public schools. However, such 
classes, present, are comparatively few all 
over the country, and the time may never 
come when every school district will have its 
sight-saving class. the question still re- 
mains, whether is, under the prevailing 
circumstances, the public school the sight 
conservation class school for the blind 
that serves best the interest the visually 
handicapped boy girl. 

Educators agree unanimously that students 
with very poor vision the regular classes 
public school are working under very 
cult conditions, and that they are decidedly 
disadvantage comparison with the other 
students the class. They cannot receive the 
individual attention they get sight-saving 
class and the majority cases not have 
sight-saving materials. Just seated 
the first row and near the window does not 
eliminate their difficulties. Those whose vis- 
ual acuity not very deficient might get 
along, especially they have clear type books, 
home conditions make possible get 
extra help their study. Otherwise, they 
just struggle through. Many repeat grades 
again and again, and certainly one has 
chance compete, still less excel. There 
doubt that even slow learner could 
better special educational environ- 
ment. 

far the medical angle concerned, 


here too find that the implications in- 
volved point against the public schools and 
favor the sight conservation classes, 
After all, these have been established order 
not expose the partially seeing ill effects 
upon eyes and nervous system which, 
because their visual handicap, might result 
from attending public schools. 

You will scarcely find ophthalmologist 
who will recommend public school class 
for child with poor visual acuity, there 
sight-saving class available, whether 
the blind. The emphasis lies upon giving the 
eyes the utmost protection against possible 
strain. There are some who argue that 
detrimental the eyes not use the vision 
one has. general, they are right, but there 
difference between normal use and strair 
the eyes. strain ever helped any eye 
condition, but many cases led the end 
deterioration the vision. 

The individual attention, the learning 
rather hearing, the existing best lighting 
system and the large type books serve not 
only protect the eyes from strain, but also 
make learning easier and thus assure more 
time for rest and recreation. The strain upon 
the eyes, the intensive concentration needed, 
and the long hours one must put 
regular class public school order 
make good, all these must have repercussions 
upon the nervous system and general health. 
The lower the visual acuity, the greater the 
harm and the probability harm. No, 
not want make anemics and neurotics 
our partially seeing children. That too 
high price pay for any education. 

One the main complaints the visually 
handicapped public school that not 
being accepted the class and being ex- 
cluded from their fellowship. Certainly there 
are exceptions, but fact that the 
majority cases the students are just pushed 
around, used targets for bad jokes, and 
even looked upon inferior beings. child’s 
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soul delicate instrument, responds 
easily impulses, and very conceivable 
that such experiences cannot pass without 
leaving more less serious damage behind. 
some instances the reaction might 
noticeable; others will remain hidden, 
for instance inferiority complex, but what- 
ever the case may be, these experiences suf- 
fered childhood might responsible for 
difficulties the social adjustment vis- 
ually handicapped person. 

The hard conditions under which the par- 
tially seeing have work non sight 
conservation class, and their great disadvan- 
tage the normally seeing pupils the 
class, all these can result too the building 
inferiority complex. This can easily 
happen especially cases where students 
are willing and have the capability learn- 
ing, perhaps even competing excelling. 
Should the individual fail his efforts, the 
realization his inability might easily bring 
about feeling inferiority, though the 
failure may due only the difficult con- 
ditions confronted. 

consider the possibilities, becomes 
obvious that from the psychological point 
view, too, wrong mingle partially and 
normally seeing pupils class. must 
admitted that has its great advantages 
far social adjustment concerned, but 
must also recognize the ill effects involved, 
some which may result rather serious 
consequences. 

Finally, there the social adjustment 
angle, the most voiced argument against the 
residential schools for the blind. this point 
should like emphasize that there 
one among those interested the visually 
handicapped who does not fully realize how 
much means the handicapped children 
meet real life situations and learn about 
people they will have come contact 
with. Furthermore true that reside 
home, attend public schools, live among 
seeing people, and rub elbows with other 


children the community, offer the best 
ways and means acquire social adjustment. 
But also true that takes more than that 
become self-respecting and conscientious 
citizen. Education and sound personality 
are the prerequisites towards that end. Even 
those critics most opposed the schools for 
the blind must admit that these qualities 
need not obtained public school alone. 
Besides, social adjustment part the 
program the schools for the blind, and 
though there room for improvement, the 
different social activities and the approxi- 
mately five months student has the oppor- 
tunity spend each year out school, 
should great help him getting 
adjusted the sighted world. matter 
fact, many graduates the schools for the 
blind are doing excellent work their com- 
munity and not have any difficulty 
getting along with their fellow citizens. 

conviction that the sight conser- 
vation classes the schools for the blind 
represent considerable help the cause 
the partially seeing and that they serve far 
better their interest than the regular classes 
the public schools. 

cannot see why they should opposed 
all, and sometimes wonder whether 
prejudice has not something with it. 
The remark the social worker that 
punishment for child sent school 
for the blind more than justifies this sup- 
position. They might picture such school 
place sadness and despair and might 
concerned about bad psychological effects 
upon the partially seeing pupil. Some are 
afraid that the individual will become de- 
pressed, because associating with totally 
blind students, and because being con- 
stantly reminded eventually going blind, 
too. 

For the sake the blind 
sighted, glad that all these are merely 
suppositions. The picture school for the 
blind much more friendly than generally 


> 
> 
> 
> 
‘ 
| 
. 
a 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


believed. just school, and the pupils 
are primarily children and only secondarily 
blind, and, should partially seeing boys 
girls lose their sight, the fact having lived 


among blind people should make their ad- 


justment easier, for they already know that 
blindness indeed only handicap and not 


tragedy. 


TRANSFORMING BRITAIN’S BLIND CHILDREN 
INTO USEFUL CITIZENS 


LANGSTON DAY 


SYSTEM EDUCATION for the blind 
quite advanced, being equalled only 
that the United States, from which dif- 
fers important ways. England and 
Wales, full-time education compulsory for 
all blind children aged from five sixteen 
years and provided without charge 
parents special residential schools. For the 
1,500 blind children school age England 
and Wales, there are fourteen primary 
schools, nine senior schools and, for higher 
education, Worcester College Worcester- 
shire, Chorleywood College Herts, and the 
Royal Normal College Shropshire which 
specializes shorthand, typewriting and 
music. addition, the National Institute for 
the Blind runs seven Sunshine Home nursery 
schools for blind infants and also Condover 
Hall, near Shrewsbury, the west Eng- 
land, which takes blind children from seven 
sixteen who suffer from additional physical 
mental handicaps. 

Usually the ideal place for young normal 
child his own home, but this not always 
true where blind children are concerned. 
Blindness affects parents’ emotions, and many 
blind children who stay home suffer from 
over-indulgence which cripples their de- 
velopment. Cases are known children who 
have never been allowed walk alone, and 


Langston Day English free-lance journalist. 


who have been washed, dressed and fed years 
after they should have ceased babies. 


Personality Development 


Although the Sunshine Homes are run 
far possible like private households, with 
small numbers children, the idea train 
the children become confident and self- 
reliant and develop their personalities. 

Twenty years ago there was only one 
teacher each school from sixteen 
eighteen children, who taught much she 
would have done large school sighted 
pupils. The children were too dependent 
their teachers. Today, each Sunshine Home 
has least two qualified teachers, well 
all the toys and equipment necessary. The 
work helped experience gained years 
accumulated knowledge how deal 
with the children, who are now noisier and 
far less passive than they used be. 

Two problems which are being solved are 
how make the utmost use blind child’s 
own daily experiences, and how supply him 
with the best substitutes for the interests 
which come naturally sighted child. 

sighted child watches other people and 
reproduces what sees his play. was 
some time before the teaching staff realized 
that substitutes must found for blind 
children and used basis for training. 

One little boy six was found fitting 
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Montessori cylinders into their places. 
visitor suggested that should play hav- 
ing surgery, using the cylinders bottles. 
Soon after this, the children all the Sun- 
shine, Homes were encouraged play 
surgery and, wearing caps and aprons which 
their teachers made for them, they never 
seemed grow tired this game. Other 
entertainments were introduced and birth- 
days they had school parties which meant 
cooking scones, laying tables, waiting 
other children, clearing away and washing 
up. 

Special Outings 


all the Homes there are swings, 
jungle gym, tricycles, toy automobiles, dolls’ 
carriages, milk cart and van. There are 
also large flower beds, which the children 
adore, and pet animals. Every teacher tries 
enlarge her children’s experiences, taking 
them out for bus rides, visits farms and 
on. Shopkeepers, gardeners and bus con- 
ductors all help teach the children some- 
thing, and from these experiences arise new 
games, such building toy shops and 
garages. 

Great importance attached speech, 
which the chief link between the sighted 
and the sightless, and everything possible 
done associate experience with the spoken 
word. great deal trouble taken 
teaching the children speak clearly and 
well. They are encouraged word games 
and acting and, backward cases, are helped 
place the lips and tongue correctly. 

They are taught move freely and 
some extent rhythmically, and clap and 
step rhythms. one school, even the under- 
fives know the simple nursery rhymes and 
traditional songs well that they can finish 
singing any the tunes given phrase, 
even four characteristic notes. Some 
them have developed wonderful ear for 
bird songs. 

Lickey Grange, group blind child- 


ren who had been reading Peter Pan were 
invited make their own island. They made 
miniature one with boats, houses, wind- 
mill, trees, cars, animals, birds and moun- 
tain. fortnightly concert arranged 
Court Grange and presented the children 
themselves. Even the dullest and most back- 
ward children get their chance perform. 
found that some display unusual talent 
for mimicry, while others, who are shy 
appearing the stage, often make excellent 
puppet manipulators. 

all primary schools, everything possible 
done keep the children close touch 
with the life the neighborhood. Shopping 
expeditions are organized teach them how 
get about; the local industries and civic 
services are studied; the children parties 
arranged other children, and give parties 
return. 


Scholarship and Sports 


the time they secondary schools, 
such Worcester College for boys, 
Chorleywood College for girls, they have 
far overcome their handicaps that the 
curriculum, the games, many the outdoor 
sports and recreations, and the intellectual 
pursuits are very similar those any good 
public school. The sightless pupils take the 
same examinations sighted boys and girls. 
The Worcester College boys play chess, excel 
rowing and swimming and are proud 
their school’s tradition sportsmanship and 
scholarship. Many proceed university and 
later follow careers successfully. 

now realized that even blindness has 
its advantages. Once blind child becomes 
interested subject, his power concen- 
tration may exceptional. the past, formi- 
dable physical and mental handicaps stood 
his way, well the myth that blind 
people cannot given responsible jobs. 
Skilled help now available, and that elas- 
ticity Nature which compensates man 
for the loss his sight now understood. 
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REHABILITATION CENTER FOR ADULT BLIND 


JERRY DUNHAM 


Tue Rehabilitation Center for Adult Blind 
Topeka, Kansas, has two-fold function— 
diagnosis and adjustment. Diagnosis de- 
individual possible, including analysis 
intelligence, interests, aptitudes, motivation, 
social attitudes, habit patterns, and physical 
condition. The adjustment training cannot 
divorced from diagnostic activities, but 
places more emphasis these diverse parts 
the program: the orientation plan, personal 
counseling, recreation, group therapy, and 
craft work. 

The center opened for its first class Octo- 
ber 1948. After five classes, moved into 
structure designed specifically for its ac- 
tivities, and September 29, 1949, new 
building was dedicated Helen Keller. 
Plans are being made for dormitory adjoin- 
ing the present building. Classes have averaged 
six students each, but intend double 
this number with the new facilities. 

Students attend the center for six-week 
term. The staff are briefed, the field con- 
sultant referring the case, the probable 
needs the student and his history. Reports 
eye and physical examinations precede the 
student’s arrival. 

The first week students become familiar 
with the center building and their boarding 
house town, and are taught the route be- 
given—intelligence and aptitude tests, inter- 
est inventories, projective personality tests, 


Jerry Dunham chief instructor the Kansas Rehabili- 
tation Center for Adult Blind, 2516 West Sixth St., Topeka, 
Kansas. 


standardized manipulative tests, and special 
tests where indicated, such the Seashore for 
those interested piano tuning. Checks are 
made ascertain the extent the student’s 
independent mobility, his craft skills and his 
social skills. put through number 
sensory judgment trials, including sound loc- 
alization, tactile discrimination, cursory odor 
familiarity test, and judgments distances, 
volumes, temperatures, lengths, forms and 
weights. the daily gym period something 
more about his physical strength, coordina- 
tion and stamina discovered. The results 
these tests and trials are not utilized final 
facts, but general indication the type 
individual with which the center staff will 
working, indication built upon 
and enlarged through daily observation 
variety situations. the end the first 
week, staff and student confer and plan 
work schedule that suited his individual 
needs. Schedules are replanned two-week 
intervals his needs and interests change. 
After the first week the students spend ap- 
proximately half their time basic skills— 
work experience try-outs—with emphasis 
placed those fields indicated the interest 
inventory. the center there are nearly one 
hundred work trials available. Along with 
these, community facilities are utilized. These 
work trials are used not only test the 
student, but also give him least slight 
background experience that can make 
more realistic choice vocation. Inci- 
dental these major aims, the student be- 
comes better acquainted with terms and tools 
used industry, although made clear 
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him that the short time available not 
feasible possible consider these expe- 
riences vocational training. further by- 
product the testing the use the hand 
and power tools, products themselves are 
tested their suitability for blind work- 
men. 

The work samples are diverse—sharpening 
tools, electrical repair, weighing ingredients 
for mixture according formula, wood- 
working, metal spinning, assembly work, gar- 
dening, etc. these trials, the student can 
observed his coordination, ability fol- 
low directions, manner taking supervision, 
initiative, and work tolerance. 

The crafts are directed registered occu- 
pational therapist. The center making 
effort consider the merit all the old tra- 
ditional crafts well the new and little- 
known ones. This department provides train- 
ing finger dexterity, and affords oppor- 
tunity for the students become acquainted 
with variety avocational pursuits and per- 
haps choose one follow. 

The communicative skills are taught 
those students who express interest for 
whom they are deemed needful. Every stu- 
dent must able write only 
the extent signing his name. 

The orientation plan designed help the 
students lead fuller, happier, more useful and 
efficient lives. includes training travel 
technique, grooming and care clothes, dial- 
ing phone, table etiquette and social skills. 
course home management offered. 
period set aside each day ‘or discussion and 
lectures such topics work the field 
the blind, organizations and legislation for the 
blind, occupational information, and care 
personal effects. Some the periods are given 
over the fundamentals speech training, 
others situational dramatic skits—the situa- 
tions selected the staff and acted out 
the students. Outside speakers are occasionally 
brought in, the chief the placement service 
comes explain his work and answer ques- 


tions, recording machines are demonstrated, 
selection tools and aids from the Foundation 
are shown and discussed, also consumer in- 
formation, that can 
practical use, that can widen the horizon 
bit. 

Recreation planned for two three even- 
ings week. The students the movies, 
dancing, bowling, riding; visit the local radio 
stations; even attend formal tea, usually 
with certain amount perturbation before- 
hand. One evening week there group 
therapy session, with one more psychiatrists 
attendance. 

Saturday mornings are devoted field 
trips, again designed broaden their expe- 
rience. One the most popular these has 
been trip the army air base nearby 
examine B-17s and B-29s close range. 

Detailed daily reports are kept each in- 
structor for each student. Bimonthly confer- 
ences the staff precede rescheduling. 
preparation for the terminal conference with 
the student, test results and daily observation 
reports are summarized, together with the 
case history. The staff with the field consult- 
ant and representative from the employment 
service discuss with the student his progress 
the center, and plans are made for subsequent 
activities. They may decide favor 
further training, competitive placement, shelt- 
ered shop work home industries. Occa- 
sionally student terminates his plan less 
time than six weeks, may stay for 
another term’s work. 

The center staff believes that its program 
should flexible and above all geared the 
needs blind people they are this area 
this time. find that can carry out 
satisfactory diagnosis for some students 
week, that necessary work for several 
months toward the rehabilitation some, 
may group students according their needs, 
and have abbreviated terms followed 
long one. are very keenly aware that 
much research needs done with diag- 
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nosis and adjustment methods. Furthermore, 
most center programs have grown with 
direct personal contact with only one two 
other centers. this relatively new work 
seems especially important that center staffs 
exchange ideas, consider mutual problems and 
compare methods. would welcome com- 
munications from other centers interested 
persons. 


TEACHER TRAINING 


The preparation special education teach- 
ers has become accepted responsibility 
teacher-education institutions, according 
joint survey the Office Education 
and the National Society for Crippled Chil- 
dren and Adults. 

However, there still critical need, not 
only for more teachers, but for greater study 
and coordination educational authorities 
and institutions. estimated that there are 
four million children this country, who, be- 
cause their educational requirements are dif- 
ferent from the average child’s, need teachers 
especially prepared cope with these prob- 
lems. 

Children who fall into the special education 
category include the blind, those with 
partial sight, the deaf those with defective 
hearing, the crippled, the cerebral palsied, the 
epileptics, children with speech handicaps, 
emotionally maladjusted children, and those 
either mentally deficient superior. 

The survey showed that 175 colleges and 
universities now offer courses help prepare 
qualified teaching personnel for special educa- 
tion. Comparison this with earlier surveys 
indicates that the work progressing. 1929, 
only forty-three institutions the United 
States and Canada offered such courses. 
1931, there were seventy-one listed offering 
special education courses, and 1936 the 
number had increased 101. 

According the study, greatest emphasis 
being placed preparing teachers for speech 
correction, with education for the acoustically 
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handicapped and the mentally deficient rank- 
ing next. was found that well-rounded pro- 
grams for preparing special education teachers 
are found the eastern and north central 
states, with scattered centers other parts 
the country. 

Special education does not follow normal 
patterns classroom instruction. indi- 
vidualistic scope, starting early age, 
either nursery school pre-school, and 
continuing the point where the individual 
given counseling and on-the-job 
educational for his particular needs, from 
early childhood until becomes independent. 

Teachers exceptional children, the survey 
indicates, are rapidly becoming more and 
more select group, well-qualified for special 
field instruction, and, the same time, 
capable meeting regular 
lems. Such teachers today must possess 
knowledge education outside their special 
field, and must trained child develop- 
ment and teaching methods used with ordi- 
nary children. 

Despite this fact there are still certain areas 
that demand immediate action. 
tant need the field special education to- 
day, the training administrative and 
supervisory personnel capable developing 
and carrying out programs special educa- 
tion. 
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THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


has been given permission have embossed 
one thousand plastic pocket braille calendars 
for the year 1950. These measure 
inches and employ the principle evolved 
Mr. Robert Dobbins New York—it was 
written several years ago this column. 
The numbers the month are followed 
close the initial the day which the 
first the month falls. Thus, means 
that New Year’s falls Sunday, 
means that April Fool’s Day Saturday, 
While these last, they will sent free 
charge all those requesting them. Please 
include stamped self-addressed envelope 
with each request. 

BowLING AND THE New the 
1949 edition the Almanac” there 
which curtain was placed across the alleys 
the bowlers could not see the pins. 
score-keeper told the bowler his score and 
the number pins that were left after the 
first ball. Wells Charleston, Va. 
was one the contestants. rolled perfect 
game, the first 300 game rolled Dunbar, 
and without looking the pins.” 

Mr. Wells could watch the course his 
ball and line himself sight. Otherwise, 
this particular tournament, was, any- 
thing, more handicapped than good blind 
bowler; and certainly has demonstrated 
that bowling sport perfectly adapted 
the use blind people. 

survey was conducted couple years 
back learn how many blind people were 
bowling public alleys. The total was close 
the vanishing point. The few who did 


bowl were pretty much slowed down the 
lining process they were obliged use. 

Readers who did not bowl before loss 
sight may like description bowling. The 
game played alleys inches wide and 
feet long. The surface highly polished, 
laminated hardwood. Along both sides runs 
trough gutter. the far end the alley 
ten bowling pins are set form tri- 
angle with the apex facing the bowler. The 
bowler throws sixteen pound ball (with 
finger holes that can easily hold 
one hand) effort knock down all 
the pins. does not knock down all the 
pins the first throw, throws again. 
some pins are still standing receives 
score for that “frame” equal the pins 
knocked down the two balls. 

Blind players have used different methods 
for lining order throw the ball 
not have roll off into the gutters. Some 
the beginning the alley where the 
gutters end (the foul line) and, kneeling, 
feel the gutter ends and thus center them- 
selves. They then try get enough force be- 
hind the throw swinging the ball until 
swinging hard enough thrown. 

Others depend muscle memory 
center themselves, then walk the foul 
line, which can felt through the soles 
bowling shoes, order square themselves. 
They then back off carefully take the 
twelve foot run, during which the ball 
swung build impetus. This procedure, 
while more nearly standard, time consum- 
ing. 

was long ago discovered alleys set 
especially for use blind bowlers that 
rail, parallel length the alley, and 
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serving guide during the run, greatly 
simplified bowling and resulted higher 
scores. This, however, limited the game 
those having access agency possessing 
alley. Even so, few agencies possessed 
more than one alley, that few people could 
any one time. 

Last month, the Krebs Portable Bowling 
Rail was discussed briefly, but now that the 
first model has been completed and tested 
three separate bowling teams, seems safe 
say that bowling can soon completely 
opened blind people everywhere. 

The design has been modified details 
that the rail can set dismantled 
minute less. All parts slip together, except 
for the uprights, which screw onto steel studs 
the two wooden bases. The nine-foot length 
the rail smooth not throw the 
player off. The top the rail thirty-one 
inches above the floor, and three foot space 
left between the rail and the foul line 
that the twelve foot run may terminated, 
and the ball thrown without running into the 
alley. 

was found that small quantities the 
price would have $35.00. Consequently, 
seemed wise hold back production till 
100 orders are received. Thus will 
possible offer the rail fiber cardboard 
carrying case price only $22.50. The 
rail itself weighs that, its case, 
will probably not weigh much over 
and will measure about 37”. 

many communities, proprietors bowl- 
ing alleys might feel that the goodwill and 
new business the rails would bring would 
justify their ordering. others, groups 
blind bowlers might want pool their funds. 
such cases, the rail might left the 
bowling alley for use any the group 
any time. Certainly many schools and agencies 
will see the value such rails. One agency 
has already expressed interest ordering 
ten the rails comes expectations. 


doubt many individual families—particu- 


larly where one the two sighted—will 


ordering, since they will about equal 


footing this vigorous and exciting 


There are estimated 16,500,000 bowlers 
this country. blind people can among 
them and demonstrate that they can bowl 
well the next one, that will one the 
healthiest forms education for the public; 
and there will be, addition, lot more 
vigorous and healthy blind people. 

Home Among the hardest letters 
this department has answer are those ask- 
ing how make money home. every 
talk about, demonstration of, tools and 
aids, people plead for work home industry. 
big field, and vastly complicated, for 
there blanket answer. The answer, more 
than most things, depends the indi- 
vidual blind person. man may able 
make things and then not able sell 
them. Another may good salesman, but 
not skillful with his hands. 

new book looks this department like 
gold mine suggestive ideas. Polly 
Webster’s “How Make Money Home.” 
Although was not published until the end 
October, the Library Congress has al- 
ready placed order for its publication 
braille. Some people may want borrow 
from their inkprint libraries even before the 
braille edition released. anyone wants 
secure the inkprint edition, published 
Whittlesey House New York 

What makes the book good the down- 
to-earth, practical common sense that runs 
through it. The pitfalls are always stressed, 
and local resources are played up. There are 
187 concrete suggestions most them actual 
case histories, with location and conditions 
clearly stated. The histories come from all 
parts the country and from all sorts 
communities. 

was not written for handicapped people, 
and probably half the suggestions are good 
for people with visual handicaps. This means 
the writer was not thinking physical 
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(most authors would give blind 
people far too many limitations and thus 
narrow the scope too much). 

course, many people who want make 
money, will not able to, even with the 
help this book. Making money home 
requires more common sense, more imagina- 
tion, and more enthusiasm than 
ple have. But likely that lot people 
who are making pin money today may learn 
from this book make real money, and some 
who are making nothing may stirred 
what they read there make least pin 
money. certainly answers awful lot 
the letters that come this way. 

Screw For year more, this 
department has been trying run down 
ingenious screw starter that runs rings 
around other screw holders screw drivers 
with screw clamps. straight length 
steel shafting, knurled the end, and with 
three blades the other, which also has 
knurled section. When this end twisted 
the three blades are lined pin locks 
them position). When the blades are set 
into the slot screw and pressed, the pin 
released and the center blade turns with 
considerable spring tension press the 
sides the screw slot, holding the screw 
firmly. After the screw has been driven 
sufficiently, the screw starter simply pulled 
away, when can reset for the next job. 

These tools may ordered from Tuners 
Supply Company, Winter Hill, Boston 45, 
Mass. Catalog numbers, length and price are 
follows: 


217 Screw Starter, ........ $1.50 
217 Screw Starter, ....... $1.70 
Screw Starter, ........ $1.95 


Proponents the Taylor 
system for setting down and solving mathe- 
matical problems may interested the 
fact that shipment Taylor frames and 
type has been received from England. For 
others, brief description the device may 
interesting. the Taylor system, eight- 


pointed stars are punched into metal sheet 
the top shallow tray. Square type 
slugs can set into these stars such way 
that markings the ends can rotate around 
the star. one edge one end the arith- 
metic type are two dots which can set 
face north, northeast, east, southeast, south, 
and on. digit assigned each position. 
bar similarly placed the other end 
the type and can set face the eight 
directions, too, that single piece type 
can represent any digit well any one 
six operational signs such addition, sub- 
traction, fraction sign, etc. 

The English Taylor Slate provides thirty- 
six columns twenty-four ranks each. 
measures inches long and inches 
wide plus additional inches for tray 
for the type. available with pound 
arithmetic type price $8.50. 

For use providing addi- 
tional symbols for solving algebra problems, 
another form type available. one 
end, L-shape appears along two edges, 
while the other the type recessed diag- 
onally leave raised triangle one corner. 
The student can thus, employing the two 
different types, have twenty-two operational 
other symbols. Postpaid, per $.75. 
Those wishing less expen- 
sive purse than the Hollywood Pinch Purse, 
and more intricate design than the Men’s 
Wallet, may like this new Keepsafe Purse 
inches, and held shut zipper going 
around three sides. Inside, has identi- 
fication window, key section with six key 
hooks and pocket for extra keys (this sec- 
tion closed with snap fastener), two 
transparent plastic flaps for licenses, passes, 
hospitalization certificates and the like; 
single pocket billfold with snap fastener, 
four-section coin holder plastic and final 
pocket for papers and large bills. These wal- 
lets are made morocco and are available 
black red. $2.75, postpaid. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


Michigan School for the Blind—A teacher training 
class was conducted Michigan State College dur- 
ing the fall term and four senior girls were en- 
rolled. They lived the campus the Michigan 
School for the Blind and did all their academic 
work that school. The specific courses offered 
were: Braille and Braille Methods, Typing and 
Typing Methods, Educational Provisions for the 
Blind, and Practice Teaching. Other activities in- 
cluded working the dormitory with the house- 
parents, working with the nurse the health 
cottage, supervising children the playground 
during morning and afternoon recess periods, as- 
sisting the dining room and assisting teacher 
directing extracurricular activity. The girls 
had regular periods observation 
teaching all grades the school. This included 
work with the gymnasium classes, caning and in- 
dustrial arts and home economics well aca- 
demic subjects, This intensive twelve-week training 
course satisfies the specific requirements for Michi- 
gan special education teaching certificate the 
area teaching the blind. 

Frank Goodrich, instructor piano tuning and 
repair the school passed away November 2nd. 
Mr. Goodrich graduated from the school 1905 
and had been member the staff for forty-three 
years. 


Blind Work Association, Inc., Binghamton, New 
York—An Open House was held the new fac- 
tory, Water Street, November 2nd and the 
remodeled and redecorated shop and office building 
Court Street was open for inspection also. 
The large number guests who attended indicates 
increased community interest the Association’s 
activities and this proved excellent oppor- 
tunity for the visually handicapped demonstrate 
their skills. The Blind Work Association provides 
services for the visually handicapped well 
the field prevention blindness Broome, 
Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Otsego and Tioga 
counties. 


School for the Blind—The 
the Illinois State Museum, came the school 
November 29. Exhibits the thirty-six foot 
representative those the Illinois State 
zoology, geography and botany. Scenes how 
state looked prehistoric times, 
life, the chief minerals the state and its 
flowers and plants are displayed. addition 
special exhibits show articles from the 
Merci train, sent gifts the state from 
French people. 


Pennsylvania Association for the Blind, 
Branch—A comprehensive program leisure 
activities, such bowling, swimming, 
and athletic events being developed under 
direction Mr. George Zerr, graduate 
University Pennsylvania, who has done field 
the instruction and rehabilitation the 


blind people, Mr. Zerr making general 
the Pittsburgh shop and using interest 
tories gauge the respective preferences 


The program for the care the preschool 


child now embraces fifty-two children who 
gradually prepared for entrance into the local 
for the blind under the guidance Mrs. 
Davis, director social welfare. Mrs, Davis 
vises mothers the early training blind 
recommends toys and games and keeps 
check habits and interests. 


East Bay Center for the Blind, Oakland, 
The official dedication and opening the 


center for the blind Alameda and Contra 


County will take place January 28, 1950. 
inent among those invited take part the 
ing will Earl Warren, Governor 
Walter Fisher, President Lions 
and Melvin Jones, its secretary-general. The 
sary funds were raised very largely 
ing Seal Sales the Lions and the blind 
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